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About the dRPC
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• dRPC: A voluntary, secular, non-political civil society organization formed in 1993 by 10 Lecturers from public Universities

• Mission: To Catalyze inclusive, localized and transformative development policies and humanitarian responses through the capacity 

strengthening of civil society organizations enabling them to engage government at all levels, to design, implement, evaluate  

programs which  benefit the poor, thee vulnerable and the marginalized with particular reference to women, youth and girls. 

• Capacity Statement: 2 offices (Abuja and Kano);  20 staff; Training Manuals; Networks; Legitimacy and Social capital 

• Some of our Recent donors: Ford Foundation; MacArthur Foundation; Open Societies Foundation; USAID; US Ambassador Fund; 

IDS-Sussex; University of Leiden, the Netherlands; Global Survivors Fund

• dRPC’s Global Registration & Memberships:

-  ECOSOC; NGO Source, SAM Registration;  Development Partners Group on Gender (UN-WOMEN), International Play Association 

(IPA);  CGE-US ECCD Community of Practice;  Global Campaign for Education –US, NAMATI

https://nigeria.actionaid.org/news/2024/press-statement-womens-month-accelerating-gender-equality#:~:text=The%20Development%20Partners%20Group%20on,alignment%20with%20the%20national%20and
https://ipaworld.org/
https://ipaworld.org/
https://ipaworld.org/
https://www.gce-us.org/development-research-and-projects-centre-drpc/
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dRPC’s Support for Global and Regional Engagements Around Girl Capital 
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❑ THE ISSUE: Few opportunities for Nigerian CSOs to tell their stories of impact globally and regionally 

❑ DRPC’S BODY OF WORK IN THIS AREA: We support CSOs & government officials to attend global and regional  events to 

share impact stories & support regional bodied to engage with CSOs in Nigeria on girl capital. Also support regional competitions 

=================================================================================================

• dRPC collaborated with the Federal Ministry of Education to host panel & display on girl capital in Nigeria, AU Meeting on 

Education for Women and Girls, Addis Ababa, 2nd-5th July 2024. Link to Letter of Collaboration

• dRPC worked with Federal Ministry of Women Affairs to host AU delegation led by AU Special Rapporteur on Child Marriage and 

other Harmful Practices; Hon. Hermine Kembo Takam Gatsing, on Ending Child Marriage on the 10th of November 2022

•  dRPC co-hosted a panel on the Multidimensional approach to Ending Child Marriage in Africa with Girl First Fund –Uganda at the 

GPE/Echidna Giving Education Zone, Women Deliver Conference, 17th July 2023

• 3rd African Girls Summit, Niamey Niger 2021: dRPC supported the only Nigerian delegation to host panel on Safe Schools and 

Child Protection with panel recommendations adopted in the final submit communique 

• Capacity Building Workshops for CSOs Coalition to End Child Marriage in Ghana, Niger, S/Leoane and Liberia . Link to letter of 

appreciation from S/Leone CSO Coalition

• The dRPC with funding from Ford Foundation supported the development and review of the Kinshasa Declaration on the Rights to 

Reparation and Co-creation of Survivors and Victims of Conflict-Related Sexual and Gender-Based Violence – November 2022

https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EVq1MWzvPlhDuTcCjJFKhfEBCIB3w7FkEyzl0rqHPWgGag?e=ceu3wc
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EXWxbLRKC3NKqO_NjxkAh4EBlCpLvgsQ2_pTNsjSqL2JAg?e=RLS7z1
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EXWxbLRKC3NKqO_NjxkAh4EBlCpLvgsQ2_pTNsjSqL2JAg?e=RLS7z1


Regional  Activity: West Africa Innovation Prize Award( WATIP) for Innovations in Girls Education
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Our Work ending Child Early and Forced Marriage (CEFM) in Nigeria 
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❑ THE ISSUE: Ford Foundation, the main funder for of CEFM Prevention for 10 years, shifted away from funding in this area in 2022

❑ DRPC’S BODY OF WORK IN THIS AREA: We conduct research on CEFM, we strengthen associations of Muslim Opinion 

Leaders to champion CEFM prevention; and build multistakeholder platforms for prevention and response to CEFM

1. Our researches:

• https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail_Presto.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&rID=NTY1NjMw&inr=VHJ1

ZQ%3d%3d&dc=YWRk&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ%3d%3d&bckToL= dRPC’ Technical Advice to  USAID - Development Experience Clearinghouse

• Mapping Early Marriage in West Africa - https://drpcngr.org/child-marriage-in-west-africa/

• Why Ending Child Marriage Needs to be an Education Goal - https://drpcngr.org/working-papers-from-the-2013-echidna-global-scholars/ 

• Child Marriage Pregnancy and Education in the Context od West Africa -https://drpcngr.org/child-marriage-pregnancy-and-education-in-the-context-of-
west-africa/

• Child Marriage in Ghana: Trend analysis : https://drpcngr.org/girl-child-marriage-in-ghana-trend-analysis/ 

2. Establishment of Coalition to End Child Marriage in Nigeria: The dRPC was engaged by the Ford Foundation to establish the 

Coalition to End CEFM and provide strategic support for 5 years to Isa Wali Empowerment Initiative, Girl Child Concerns, Center 

for Girls Education 

3. The dRPC is a Member of the Core Group on Ending Child Marriage lead by the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs, Nigeria.

4. The dRPC supported AU monitoring team led by the AU Special Rapporteur on Child Marriage and other Harmful Practices; Hon. 

Hermine Kembo Takam Gatsing, on her visited Nigeria to monitor progress to eliminate Child Marriage and other Harmful 

Practices in the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail_Presto.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&rID=NTY1NjMw&inr=VHJ1ZQ%3d%3d&dc=YWRk&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ%3d%3d&bckToL=
https://dec.usaid.gov/dec/content/Detail_Presto.aspx?ctID=ODVhZjk4NWQtM2YyMi00YjRmLTkxNjktZTcxMjM2NDBmY2Uy&rID=NTY1NjMw&inr=VHJ1ZQ%3d%3d&dc=YWRk&rrtc=VHJ1ZQ%3d%3d&bckToL=
https://drpcngr.org/child-marriage-in-west-africa/
https://drpcngr.org/working-papers-from-the-2013-echidna-global-scholars/
https://drpcngr.org/child-marriage-pregnancy-and-education-in-the-context-of-west-africa/
https://drpcngr.org/child-marriage-pregnancy-and-education-in-the-context-of-west-africa/
https://drpcngr.org/girl-child-marriage-in-ghana-trend-analysis/
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Our Work in school-related GBV Prevention and Response 
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❑ THE ISSUE: School-related GBV (abductions, kidnapping, attacks on schools) is 

the greatest obstacle to girls’ education in the Northwest and Northeast and a 

driver of CEFM 

❑ dRPC’S Body of Work in this area: We increase awareness of the harm of S-

RGBV AND  strengthen capacity of girls’ education CSOs to respond

• Partnership with NERDC to introduce curriculum on GBV in all government 

secondary schools    

• Capacity Building & Support  to CSOs TWG on Safe schools in 6 states , Kano, 

Katsina, Sokoto, Lagos, Ebonyi and Zamfara to conduct safe schools advocacy

• Capacity Building of Government Officials & Teachers on Safe Schools to conduct 

advocacy on Safe Schools Policy Implementation and establishment of Code of 

Conduct for addressing GBV in Basic Education Systems. 

• Publication with the Lancet on adolescent girl safety in Nigeria 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(24)00160-

3/abstract

Click here for the complete letter

Click here for the complete letter

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(24)00160-3/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(24)00160-3/abstract
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EY-qipkuwWNHm7ohBl9kd9UBANYuG7FBp5ZS7hCe6O_-BA?e=FKlBn8
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EY-qipkuwWNHm7ohBl9kd9UBANYuG7FBp5ZS7hCe6O_-BA?e=FKlBn8


dRPC Supports Federal Ministry of Education to Assess Schools at Risk of attacks in 11 states– 2023

• The dRPC having pushed for the recognition and the participatory role of the CSOs since the development of the Minimum Standards for Safe 

Schools in 2020 was invited by the FMFBNP to support CSOs in Borno, Yobe, Adamawa, Bauchi, Katsina, Sokoto, Zamfara, Kebbi, Niger, Plateau and 

Benue to participate and monitor the assessment exercise. 

• Twenty-six (26) Civil Society Organization (CSOs) from the CSOs Safe Schools Network Nigeria and the CSACEFA to monitor the assessment of 

most at risk schools in 11 states to implement the Financing Safe Schools Plan (2023-2036) lead by the Federal Ministry of Finance Budget and National 

Planning (FMFBNP) in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education (FME) and other Ministries Departments and Agencies (MDAs). 

• The most common observations across states from the school assessment include; poor WASH facilities for girls, dilapidated school buildings, non-

existence of security posts, poor lightening of school premises at night, no awareness of the National Safe School Response Coordinator Center 

(NSSRCC), lack of accessible roads.. Read full Report

The situation of  primary school classrooms in some assessed schools  in Adamawa State
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https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EbG0xFJ0T9BGspGlF2I4_ggB8gLEtN035ksvx6STiwHrIQ?e=jOFfsv
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Digital education and TF-GBV  
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❑ THE ISSUE: International partners supporting digital education in Nigeria are unmindful of potential harm of TFGBV

❑ DRPC’S Body of Work: The dRPC is working towards the development of national policy to protect children from TFGBV 

1. As the only Nigerian CSOs which contributes to making national education policy, through its membership of the NCE, the dRPC 

proposes policy on regulation of digital education to safeguard children from TF-GBV

2. The focus on national education policy making of the Federal Min of Education for 2024 is on Digital Education

3. The dRPC is seeking to influence the policy making convening in Yobe State on 27th July to include Safeguarding provisions and 

policies 

4. National education policy making of the Federal Ministry of Education for 2024 is focused on Digital Education, dRPC has a memo 

approved to the next stage of policy development of the adoption of digital boards in schools. https://dailynigerian.com/nigerian-

schools-adopt-digital/ 

5. The dRPC conducted a Webinar on Safe Schools and Digital Alternatives to Education in 2022 in collaboration with University of 

Leiden and some of the key challenges identified during discussions include limited internet access for educational purpose, fear of 

abuse and violence to children such as TFGBV, Poor capacity of teachers and students to utilize EdTech Platforms and No clear-cut 

Policies and legislation to regulate Digital learning at Basic &Secondary Education level.

6. The dRPC is seeking to influence the policy making convening JCCE Plenary in Yobe State on 27th July to include Safeguarding 

provisions and policies 

https://dailynigerian.com/nigerian-schools-adopt-digital/
https://dailynigerian.com/nigerian-schools-adopt-digital/
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Our work in career counselling and psychosocial support 
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• THE ISSUE: Nigeria has no career guidance and counselling national policy and psychosocial support is also not 

mandatory in schools 

• DRPC’S Body of Work: With pilot funds from Open Societies Foundation, the dRPC ran a pilot project to develop 

best and promising practices in career guidance, counselling and psychosocial support 

======================================================================================

1. dRPC supported career guidance and counselling programs for 3, 714 ssenior secondary school sstudents to improve 

their knowledge base and support school to work programs with a focus technical and vocational education. This 

project was funded by Open Societies Foundation 

2. The end of project evaluation of the project revealed that 30 out of 37 engaged principals committed to introducing/ 

re-introducing career counselling as part of the extra curricular activities in the schools

3. Through the PSIPSE Project, funded by the MacArthur Foundation, the dRPC developed a practical guidance and 

counselling manual and support KERD, JERD and CERC to introduce Guidance and Counselling work plan in Kano  

and Jigawa State
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Our work in Girls’ economic empowerment   
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• THE ISSUE: Nigeria’s new basic education system aims to support students for self-employment post-secondary school 

completion. However, there are no school-to-work transition support program and fewer VTEC programs for girls 

• DRPC’S Body of Work in this area: We create opportunities for girls to lead businesses with safeguards and in a gender 

transformative manner

Girls’ Economic Empowerment  is a key element of our Girls’ Education Projects programming as the following project pillars :

❑ #Skills4Girls4life- PSIPSE Project: After School clubs that benefitted 15 Public Girls Secondary Schools to teach skills in line with 

the 34 trade subjects including fisheries, animal husbandry, tailoring, catering crafts, bead making, cosmetics production, e.t.c.

https://drpcngr.org/gallery/partnership-to-strengthen-innovation-and-practice-in-secondary-education-psipse-gallery/ 

❑ Future Workers Project: As a response to covid- 19 pandemic induced learning loss due to school closure and consequently increased 

unemployment for youth in Nigeria, dRPC designed the FWP to support 2,921 girls from Business, Vocational, Science and Technology 

Public Schools through career mentorship Programs and provision of support  for practical skills lessons to improve education outcomes 

for transition to the world of work in the informal sector. Full report link: https://drpcngr.org/education-sector-response-to-covid-19-for-

youth-entering-the-informal-sector/ 

❑ Girls’ Empowerment Education Project through ECCD: Support for Girls to establish 37 girl-owned community ECCD schools in 

10 communities across Kano and Jigawa states which caters to over 9,820 pupils, created employment for 83 young people including 

men. Then initiative has inspired the beneficiaries who were secondary school gradates with no hope of further education due to 

financial constraint and poor credit requirement at the time to pursue tertiary education. 

Documentary link: https://youtu.be/eTawJywoatQ 

https://drpcngr.org/gallery/partnership-to-strengthen-innovation-and-practice-in-secondary-education-psipse-gallery/
https://drpcngr.org/education-sector-response-to-covid-19-for-youth-entering-the-informal-sector/
https://drpcngr.org/education-sector-response-to-covid-19-for-youth-entering-the-informal-sector/
https://youtu.be/eTawJywoatQ
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dRPC strengthens capacity of CSOs on Gender Responsive Education Sector Plans
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❑ THE ISSUE: With support from GPE through UNICEF and NIEPA, some states in Nigeria have adopted the Gender responsive 

approach in developing Education Sector Plan, but there is not monitoring mechanisms and evidence of its effectiveness to 

addressing the gender gaps in the state. Education CSOs have shown low capacity to track the outcomes of the GRESP at subnational 

level

❑ DRPC’S Body of Work in this area: We have conducted Research reviewing the GPE model for GRESP, trained CSOs and 

disseminated findings national and globally

The Gender Review of Education Sector Plan Research findings were disseminated in 4 Activities as reflected below:

• Global Platform: By the dRPC at the  GPE/Echidna Giving Education Zone Panel which discussed the implications of gender 

responsive education sector plans on child marriage at the 2023 Women Deliver Conference in Kigali -17th July 2023 (Read More

• National Moment for Basic Education: By Malala Fund in collaboration with the dRPC disseminated the research findings for 

Education Stakeholders at Frasier Suites, Abuja - 27th April 2023 

• National Dissemination: By the dRPC during the dissemination of Gender Researches and Launch of the Gender Center affiliated to 

the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS)- 31st October 2023 

• Capacity Building Workshop on Advocacy for Gender Responsive Education Sector Plan: By the dRPC to build the capacity of 

the Malala Fund Education Champion Network, National Institute for Education Planning and Administration (NIEPA),NIPSS and 

Girls-27th Feb. 2024 Education CSOs. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wuM5LawFqK3mROlmIr7UEsPrk5okMxUu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107313715279261774796&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Our Policy work leading ECCD Policy Reform  
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• THE ISSUE: Girls facing policies and policies on education and social protection in Nigeria are often dated, not domesticated at state 

level and even when domesticated not implemented

• DRPC’S Body of Work in this area: Through policy advocacy, the dRPC engages government pushing them to update policies (ECCD); 

the dRPC also supports state governments such as Kano state to implement policy reform plans and programs 

1. The dRPC has been a partner of the Kano State Ministry and the only CSO 

influencing Education Policy Development at the National level since 2017

• The Kano State Ministry of Education recently declared a state of Emergency on 

Education.  Link to broadcast. 

• dRPC as a key stakeholder on Education in Kano State was invited to support the 

Ministry to in the Education Reform Process (letter to the left).

2. The dRPC in collaboration with NERDC hosted the National Dialogue on ECCD in 

February 2023

• A key outcome of the meeting was the need to review the IECD policy dated 2007. 

This Policy is still yet to be reviewed. Link to documentary

• dRPC’s advocacy for play-based learning: 

https://thenationonlineng.net/stakeholders-seek-play-based-learning-for-children/  

• Link to news broadcast: https://youtu.be/L4aBCv_yG6w  
Click here for the complete letter

Click here for the complete letter

https://www.channelstv.com/2024/06/08/kano-declares-state-of-emergency-in-education/#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20United%20Nations,quality%20education%20in%20the%20state
https://youtu.be/L4aBCv_yG6w
https://thenationonlineng.net/stakeholders-seek-play-based-learning-for-children/
https://youtu.be/L4aBCv_yG6w
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EY-qipkuwWNHm7ohBl9kd9UBANYuG7FBp5ZS7hCe6O_-BA?e=FKlBn8
https://drpcngr-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/z_abdulsalami_drpcngr_org/EVJvk8y9I5hJgZHfbF9DmZwBolo13wzhszjgHBCHud48CQ?e=N5VF8j
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CSOs Safe Schools Capacity Building Workshop- ( CSOs Resilience Building training) 2021 to 2024 
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• Kaduna State

• Lagos State

• Adamawa State • Katsina State

• FCT State • Delta State



www.drpcngr.org @drpc_nig drpc @drpcnigeria DRPCNigeria info@drpcngr.org / 
paweddrpc@gmail.com

Abuja Office: No 5. I. E. Madubuike Close, Off Ebitu Ukiwe Street, Jabi, FCT Abuja, Nigeria

mailto:info@drpcngr.org
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